
The Wisconsin Wing hosted its annual Aerospace 
Education Weekend in August at the National Civil Air 
Patrol Education and Training Center at Oshkosh’s 
Wittman Regional Airport. 

Established in 1989 and using resources from the Air 
National Guard and the EAA Aviation Museum, the 
event attracted more than 70 youth and 20 adults from 
across the state. They had the opportunity to explore 
aerospace, practice rocketry, and learn about small 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (drones). 

“This weekend focuses on the fun of STEM and 
aerospace in a structured yet relaxed way,” said Lt. Col. 
Julie Sorenson, who has overseen the activity for 20 
years. 

The General Aerospace Exploration and Model 
Rocketry specialty tracks, which attracted more than 50 
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participants, focused on basic aerospace and physics 
principles. Cadets conducted experiments and projects 
designed to foster interest in STEM. These foundational 
skills are critical as CAP continues to develop young 
leaders in aviation, engineering, and other fields. 

Two years ago, in response to demand from 
participants, the activity added its newest track, 
focusing on drones. In 2024 nine cadets earned their 
sUAS badges, reflecting CAP’s emphasis on preparing 
youth for careers in emerging fields like drone 
technology. 

During the weekend youth do more than just earn 
badges. They also learn teamwork, discipline, and a 
deeper appreciation for aerospace and science.  

Wisconsin Wing cadets 
experience STEM and fun 
while learning leadership, 
teamwork, discipline, and a 
deeper appreciation for 
aerospace education as 
participants in Aerospace 
Education Weekend.
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Volunteer Members 
613 adult members 
395 cadets 
108 aircrew personnel 
664 emergency responders 
 
Squadrons 
32 locations statewide 
 
Aircraft 
12 single-engine 
 
Vehicles 
23 vehicles 
 
Interoperable Communications 
15 VHF/FM repeaters 
229 VHF/FM stations 
32 HF stations 
 
Missions 
7 search and rescue missions 
     2 lives saved* 
     13 finds* 
* Includes lives saved and finds 
     credited with national team 
     support 
8 air defense intercept training and 
     evaluation missions 
6 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Junior 
     ROTC cadet orientation flight 
     missions 
2 other Air Force support missions 
17 training missions 
1 other state support mission 
1 other mission in support of 
     partner agencies and 
     organizations or local 
     municipalities 

Significant Events Supported in 
Fiscal Year 2024 
Fertile Hawks 
Fertile Keynotes 
Great Lakes shoreline photography 
 
Cadet Flying 
412 CAP, Air Force ROTC, and Junior 
     ROTC cadet orientation flights 
 
Total Hours Flown 
1,973 
 
Financial 
$16,900 in state funding 
$4,038,491 value of wing’s 
     volunteer hours 
 
National Commander 
Regena M. Aye 
raye@cap.gov 
 
 
 
 

Region Commander 
Col. Rickey Oeth 
roeth@capnhq.gov 
 
Wing Commander 
Col. Patrick Gaylord 
patrick.gaylord@wiwg.cap.gov 
 
Government Relations Adviser 
Lt. Col. Geoffrey Biedermann 
geoffrey.biedermann@wicap.us 
 
Wing Info 
2400 Wright St. 
Madison, WI 53704 
501-682-8795 
 
Website 
wiwg.cap.gov           
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Volunteers Serving America’s Communities, Saving Lives, and Shaping Futures.
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